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© Seli Starter

Joe Harberg

BBA 83, Co-Founder, Current Energy

ouston’s Galleria mall, a 2 4-millionsquene-foot
I I cotsumer cathodral, opsened when Joe Harberg

wies 11, A doctor’s son from the stately Memorial

arca, Harberg, BEA S5, Life Member, begged 1o

b g off an thas new sl He quickly fgured
out it was “whiere the girks were,” e jokes. And onee be took up
a job at its chocolate store, the Galleria became where the mon-
ey was, too, Harbeng, 47, has been a big believer in malls ever
sinee. His faith also extonds to “spectalty retasl™ arcas like Dal-
las' Knox Street, where o mnge of niche stores ane clustered,

Harbers made Knox Streed the site of his great, green venture

two years ago, opening a one-stop shop there for homeownens
locking to save energy. Curment Enengy, co-foundid by Harberg
and his brotherin-daw, Indtes shoppers to stroll in and order
homeenergy andits, compare electricity plans, and buy prosd-
ucts from a £3 LED flashlight to a $10,000 fitioning unit.
“Lightbulls, thermostats, tankless water heaters — those ane
not sexy iems. Bt you need them,” Harbeng sags. “We pat it in
a formal i our store that brings it down 10 common sense and
shows it ol in i really nhoe way,”

Giving It the Oid College Try
Ar UT, Harberg started down the preaed track, But a
Tunny thing happened on the way to class his freshman
wear, he says: Heand his Zeta Beta Tau
Baucddies Allan Lawit, Moty Levey,
il Kipr Flatt wend in together on o
E1,000 Spae Invaders arcade game.
Within wevks of ineaalling it in their
fratemity house, the coln-operted
waehine hd paid for itsell, Harbenrg
saays, Thie four formisd Texas Enter-
tainment Enterprises, soquined at
et 15 mare machines, and sold
e eoumpeny wo years kter,
Harberg shifted into the
business  school,  where
University legend  Bill Cun-
ningharm'’s parketing course nspired him,
“There was so much presentation,” Harberg sos.
“Hiee sobed it 10 us, o wasns hard (o tom around
sl e how you could sell 1o others”
Amid =0 Harberg’s collegiate ventures
continued, He stansd up two more
Businesses that catered to fratemity
nevds, selling maid service (neces-
sary before parents visited) and
romest (popular before formals).
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HARBERG'S BEST BUSINESS TIP:
Be bokd in starting out — and bie along the way. “A big
deal is i you have an ides, don't be afrald to try it” Harb

imething doesa work, y
d another angle or make It botter”

Accrulng Experience

Harberg again took a tried-and-true path after college, carming
a law degree from the University of Houston, Then he bolted
west 1o San Franciseo, where the Shampeer Image retail chakn was
on the starting blocks Harberg helped it sperint abead, opening
50 of the first 70 stores as head of jts real estate group. A few
years later, he started his own consulting fim, Harberg Masin:
ter Co., advising restaurant and retall chadns Hke Eddie Baver,
Apple Computer, and Circuit City, Seeking less traved tione and
more family time in Dallas, he sobd his share of the firm to his
partivers fn 2004,

And Then, the Light Bulb
aving o Dallas home built for wife Amy and their three chil-
dren in 2004, Harberg sowmght 1o make it enengy officient.

1is builder hod never assembled such a house, however,

el the two went on o quest to find the optinam win:

dows, doors, lighting, and more. *1 was intrigued by the

[act that nobody at that point had really pat a progrm
togiether to help homeowners save on g, wader, and
clectricity,” Marbery sgs. Meanwhile, his

beather-in-Law, Josh Stem, had started a

sl business called Power Brokers,

helping companiies pick power
providers. To serve homeown:
e Lo et esanad
together to form Cuarment Energy,
The company has grown o
wmployees 1 177, in pan becase
they needed a small amiy of home
installers amd o part because

] they've expanded 1o Russin. Al
though Sterm and Harberg initially
expected to have opened 40 more

stores actoss the US, Current Ene
ergy still has just two locations in Dal-
laws, wilth plans 10 open a store in Houston
anl another in Austin within the next
year. “This is an incredibly com-
pex retail model to make work
We're & big conclerge service,”
Harberg says. “Whatever they
want, we'll have it installed”
—Lamn Frechill




